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ABSTRACT KEYWORDS
Intergenerational programs have benefits for both children and Intergenerational
older adults; however, the ongoing pandemic has changed social engagements and programs;

situations across the globe. The focus of this article is on kindergartens; Norway;

exploring transitions and transformations due to societal  ECEG transitionsand
L. R . R transformations; pandemic

conditions and demands that drive the implementation of research

intergenerational programs during a time of a global crisis that is

the COVID-19 pandemic. Through an online survey form and

focus group discussion, a total of 64 kindergarten practitioners

shared their perspectives on intergenerational programs between

young children and older adults in kindergartens in Norway.

Kindergarten practitioners identified challenges that hinder

intergenerational programs in kindergarten settings during the

pandemic, as well as conditions that facilitate its implementation.

Implications from this research indicate the need to think

differently to be able to provide children with intergenerational

experiences in kindergarten settings in Norway even during the

pandemic and beyond.

Introduction

The global pandemic brought about by the COVID-19 virus and its mutations can be
considered a time of a glocal' crisis. It has posed unprecedented societal conditions
and demands to nations and local communities in many ways — work-force dynamics
have shifted to virtual platforms, schools and universities have been closed temporarily
and re-opened with very strict regulations, airports and borders are being monitored
and controlled. This time of crisis lends to the concept of glocality wherein local commu-
nities are still following health and safety protocols to prevent the spread of the virus
more than a year after the start of this global phenomenon. As such, societies, institutions
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and individuals have been subjected to changes in order to cope with the demands of the
times. Further, and important to note is, this situation has inevitably impacted children’s
lives and the institutions that they participate in — such as the family and early childhood
education and care (ECEC) settings’, including the many programs and activities they
engage in (United Nations 2020).

This period has sparked the interest of researchers to explore and recognize young
children’s perspectives and voices from different parts of the world like England, Scot-
land, Ttaly and New Zealand (Pascal and Bertram 2021; Mantovani et al. 2021), which
speaks of possibilities and opportunities despite the challenges posed by the crisis.
Further, coping responses of early childhood professionals were explored in the U.S.A.
and Latin American countries (Atiles et al. 2021) in addition to those of Nordic countries
Sweden and Norway (Samuelsson Pramling, Wagner, and @degaard 2020). Furthermore,
the socially distanced ‘new normal’ educational set-up was problematized (Formosinho
2021) as it poses questions to the future of institutional programs in the light of the pan-
demic. Common to these studies is the framing of the glocal crisis as a space for critical
reflections, lessons and examinations of societal, material and environmental conditions
crucial to children’s participation in daily lives.

Intergenerational programs

Intergenerational engagements, or more informal interactions between different gener-
ations, happen in family and community settings. However, there are circumstances
when social interactions between younger and older age groups need to be deliberately
facilitated such as through intergenerational programs. Intergenerational programs are
characterized by intentional partnerships and collaborations of different actors and insti-
tutions to bridge and encourage different generations to build relationships with each
other (Oropilla and @degaard 2021). Factors that have contributed to the genesis of inter-
generational programs include migration histories, rising numbers of older adults that
are socially isolated, emerging research focusing on generation gap and conflicts
(Newman 1995; Newman, Ward, and Smith 1997). The birth of intergenerational pro-
grams also roots from study findings wherein children express negative views or percep-
tions of older adults (Seefeldt 2008; Holmes 2009).

Examples of intergenerational programs include the Together Old and Young (TOY)
Project initiative wherein the TOY Project Consortium examined different intergenera-
tional programs in seven European countries: Ireland, Italy, Netherlands, Poland, Portu-
gal, Slovenia and Spain (TOY Consortium 2013b). Different activities in varying milieus
that the younger generations and the older adults do together were documented as an
acknowledgment of the benefits of having intergenerational activities between children
and older adults (Airey and Smart 2015; Agate et al. 2018; Cartmel et al. 2018; TOY Con-
sortium 2013a). This includes young children learning about community traditions, local
history and values, and the elderly feeling more valued and useful to society.

Intergenerational programs in early childhood institutions offer movements towards a
more sustainable future. As this study shows, kindergartens are places where different
generations can meet and interact, this could mean children, parents, grandparents,
but also elderly in local communities through intergenerational programs. Although
intergenerational programs and practices exist, there is still little research and
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documentation about them in academic publications. These programs are emerging and
still considered relatively new in ECEC (McAlister, Briner, and Maggi 2019). In a scoping
literature review, it was found that there are knowledge gaps that can be filled through
intergenerational research that include the youngest children from different countries
(Oropilla 2021). In addition, historically, the literature of intergenerational programming
has not paid enough attention to what happens to intergenerational programs after they
are planned and implemented (Kaplan, Sanchez, and Hoffman 2017). As such, this paper
that has Norway as its research context contributes to this international pool of
knowledge.

Study context: Norway

In Norway, changing demographics (Gleditsch 2020) combined with migration contrib-
ute to young children growing up away from grandparents (Leknes and Lekken 2020).
Furthermore, as a welfare state, Norway ensures that the youngest children and older
adults are cared for through public health and social services such as kindergartens
and elderly homes. It is in these institutions that youngest children and oldest adults
spend most of their days in, particularly as 92.8% of children aged one to five years
attended kindergarten in 2020 (Statistics Norway 2021a) whereas 28.9% of the popu-
lation over 80 years old have availed of home care services for the elderly (Statistics
Norway 2021b). Kindergarten® places are provided not just for care services while
parents work, but also with the recognition of its importance to children’s development
as human beings and as arenas for cultural formation, also referred to as Bildung or
danning in Norwegian (@degaard and Kriiger 2012).

These societal trends and situations point to why intergenerational programs are
important to include in young children’s activities. There are some existing intergenera-
tional programs in Norway that involve kindergartens such as those coordinated by Livs-
glede for Eldre (Joy of Life for the Elderly) a non-profit, a non-government foundation
organization in Norway that helps create meaningful everyday lives for the elderly (Livs-
glede for Eldre 2020). These initiatives are locally better understood as generasjonsmeoter,
which translates to ‘generational meetings’ in English (Oropilla and Fahle-Johansen
2021). In these programs, meetings between the children and elderly transpire within
the realms of their institutions that adhere to national and local regulations, as well as
the Norwegian Framework for Kindergartens which is locally referred to as Rammeplan
(Norwegian Directorate of Education and Training 2017).

During the pandemic, most kindergartens had to close for six weeks while some had to
find a way to remain open to support the children of healthcare workers before gradually
re-opening again in April 2020, with stricter regulations (@degaard and Hu 2021). Kin-
dergartens in Norway have had to comply with international guidelines and national
restrictions to limit physical contact and follow hygiene protocols to lessen infection
risks (Samuelsson Pramling, Wagner, and ©@degaard 2020). Several challenges have
been reported due to the regulations which include the following: (1) staffing challenges
to function with smaller cohorts of children; (2) less time for planning and preparation;
(3) increased cost for hiring substitute staff and hygiene tools; and (4) scarce information
about the children at home in family settings (Samuelsson Pramling, Wagner, and
@degaard 2020; @degaard and Hu 2021).
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As such, this paper is timely in light of the unique demands to nations, institutions and
individuals to change and transition to different ways of functioning. Intergenerational
programs have had to find new approaches to make connections especially as the
oldest adults became most at risk for getting infected (Thang and Engel 2020). In this
light, this paper aims to explore the changes in terms of transitions and transformations
in societal, material and physical conditions for intergenerational programs to happen
between young children and older adults in kindergartens in Norway, particularly
during a time of crisis. Specifically, the following research questions guided this study:
Which conditions can be considered ‘facilitating’ or ‘hindering’ to the implementation
of intergenerational programs in kindergartens, and how can these programs be
implemented despite the COVID-19 pandemic, and post-pandemic?

Theoretical underpinnings

This project draws on Hedegaard’s wholeness approach to understand intergenerational
programs in Norway on societal and institutional levels. Hedegaard’s (2009) work is an
extension of Vygotsky’s (1998) cultural history intertwining culture to learning and
development. Particularly she posits that transitions and transformations occur
through interactions with other people in everyday practice and the situations around
them - a perspective that is highlighted in this paper. Hedegaard’s wholeness approach
(2008) offers three levels of understanding to see the learning and development process as
a whole - through societal perspective, institutional perspective and an individual per-
spective. Further, Hedegaard’s model considers the motives of activities. She had been
influenced by Leontiev’s (1978) view of motives where the true motive lies in the
object of the activity that serves as the driving force that determines the direction and
differences of activities. Herein, motives for having intergenerational programs in
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Figure 1. Model of intergenerational programs from Oropilla and @degaard (2021).
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kindergartens in Norway are used as a frame for analysis. In this paper, institutional
intergenerational programs and practices are viewed as activity systems that serve as
the unit of analysis (see Figure 1). We have taken inspiration from Hedegaard’s model
in understanding intergenerational programs. As shown in the model, we take into
account the time and the place where these programs are situated.

Kindergartens are institutions that have different activity settings (Hedegaard 2012)
where children participate in intergenerational programs and practices through the
support of early childhood practitioners, and where they transition from one institution
to another. The transitions and transformations stem from demands and practices
embedded in the children’s social situations (Hedegaard 2014, 2008, 2009). Hedegaard
(2014) explains demands and conditions in social situations can be broadly understood
as the forces surrounding children and their surroundings that are located in their
activity settings. Motives are manifested in the personal intentions of the participants
within the activity setting (Hedegaard 2014), and in this case, are the deliberate and
intentional decisions regarding the inclusion of intergenerational practices expressed
by the early childhood practitioners. These motives are subject to the conditions of the
time, allowing space for transitions and transformations to include intergenerational
practices in kindergartens.

Methods

In order to gain institutional insights to the conditions integrated in the transitions and
transformations intergenerational programs have had to go through due to the pan-
demic, Norwegian kindergarten practitioners were enjoined to take part in an online
survey. Access to research participants was facilitated through a collaboration with Livs-
glede for Eldre who helped with validating the questions included in the survey, the emer-
ging trends from the data and forwarded the link of the online survey form to their
contacts. In addition, email and social media platforms such as Facebook groups were
used to invite kindergarten practitioners.

The online survey form was created in the SurveyXact platform and was developed ad
hoc. It had closed questions to determine participants’ profiles and open-ended questions
designed to gain insights into the changes and conditions intergenerational programs in
kindergartens have faced during the pandemic. Some topics asked were on typical activi-
ties prior and during the pandemic, the materials, spaces and tools used and the reasons
for using these, and factors that prevented and/or facilitate implementation of these pro-
grams. This online survey form was live from November 2020 until May 2021 and was
completed by 58 early childhood practitioners from 27 different Norwegian municipali-
ties. The respondents are 97% female, 70% have bachelor’s degrees, 41% are principals
(styrer), 43% are pedagogue leaders (teachers). As the research design involves a self-
selecting sample, we acknowledge the limitation of the findings and careful consideration
of the conclusions as these cannot be generalized due to the possibility of overrepresen-
tation of subgroups of participants who are more interested in the topic (Khazaal et al.
2014). Additionally, to supplement and validate responses from the online form, a
group of six early childhood practitioners — three females and three males from three
different municipalities (Oslo, Sandnes, Bergen) — were invited to a focus group discus-
sion (FGD) through Zoom in March 2021. Open-ended questions were asked in order to
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probe kindergarten practitioners’ thoughts regarding intergenerational programs. Since
the researcher is not a native Norwegian speaker, the FGD was conducted with the help
of a Norwegian research assistant so the participants could comfortably respond to the
questions.

This multimethod research (Creswell 2015) employed digital and low infection risk
approaches which have been included in the list of methods for doing fieldwork in a pan-
demic (Lupton 2021). This study followed ethical research standards and was approved
by the Norwegian Centre for Research Data (NSD), securing informed consent for volun-
tary and anonymous participation. In the presentation of results, quotes of participants
from the online survey are assigned number codes (ex. OSP0), and from FGD partici-
pants are assigned pseudonyms (ex. FGD_Tina).

Data analysis

Thematic content analysis (Braun and Clarke 2006) and Hedegaard’s principles for inter-
preting research protocols (2008) were used to analyse the data generated. Data from the
online form were extracted and translated to English. Data from the FGD were also tran-
scribed and translated to English. The researcher made an Excel spreadsheet where data
from all sources were saved. Several rounds of reading and re-reading followed to be
familiarized with the data generated in both the original language and the translations.
These are part of what Hedegaard (2008) refers to as common sense interpretation as
the first level of data analysis. As some of the transcriptions had to be translated, there
are risks to data validity and original meaning which could lead to mistrust of partici-
pants (Pym 2004). To mitigate these risks, data were validated through the multimodal
design of the research (Creswell 2014), and by having stakeholder groups confirm the
data generated (Emmel 2013). In this case, member checking for validity was through
the collaboration with the organization Livsglede For Eldre, as well as the researcher’s
supervisor who is a local of the research context. Stakeholder validation also happened
as part of the situated practice interpretation in which theoretical concepts and its pat-
terns are formulated in relation to the research aims, as well as in the thematic level
interpretation where the emerging conceptual patterns from the data are reduced to for-
mulate new concepts in the research (Hedegaard 2008). Further, a matrix was created to
organize and summarize the thematic interpretations emerging from the data. Because
this research is exploratory, open-ended responses from both the online form and the
FGD were analysed inductively and assigned codes to answer the research questions
(Braun and Clarke 2006). Coding and organization of themes centered on the transitions
and transformations of societal, material and physical conditions on intergenerational
practices due to the pandemic. In addition, these conditions have been further organized
based on its facilitating and/or hindering functions to the implementation of intergenera-
tional programs in kindergartens in Norway.

Findings and discussions

Findings are presented under the themes emerging from the data, aligned with the
research questions. These themes are (1) transitions and transformations to intergenera-
tional programs in Norway during the time of a pandemic; (2) hindering and facilitating
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societal, environmental and material conditions and demands driving intergenerational
programs in kindergartens in Norway; (3) thinking differently as means to move forward.
Vignettes from some participants are presented for each theme identified.

Transitions and transformations of social situations due to the pandemic

Kindergarten practitioners in Norway have reported several transitions and transform-
ations in generasjonsmeoter practices in kindergartens during the pandemic. These tran-
sitions and transformations are changes within the activity settings and the children’s
social situations (Hedegaard 2014, 2008, 2009) that have had implications to intergenera-
tional institutional programs and practices.

All participants reported that they have had to stop having generasjonsmeter. They
have provided similar responses when asked ‘how do you think the pandemic affected
intergenerational programs in kindergartens in Norway?’

Stopped completely. (OSP4)

I think it’s affected a lot. It has not been possible to carry out as relevant meeting groups
belong to the risk group. (Nursing homes, elderly housing, housing community). (OSP23)

Another practitioner has shared that even family members (i.e. parents, grandparents) of
the children were not allowed to go in kindergartens to bring and pick up the children,
confirming reports on early childhood COVID-19 response in Norway (@degaard and
Hu 2021; Samuelsson Pramling, Wagner, and Eriksen @degaard 2020):

I know that from March last year grandparents were not allowed to pick up at the kinder-
garten anymore. We did not want them there to protect them of course. All elderly people
were not allowed to come to the kindergarten because we did not want to get them infected
with the coronavirus. (FGD_Daisy)

These transformations point to societal rules and regulations in place during the times of
a crisis. These rules and regulations have formed conditions and placed demands on kin-
dergartens to interpret and enforce strict rules within their locale, ultimately forcing tran-
sitions to intergenerational practices.

Kindergarten practitioners have also shared that most of the generasjonsmeter happen
in elderly institutions even prior to the pandemic, but that outdoor spaces are now uti-
lized more for the generasjonsmeter:

Covid-19 has influenced generational meetings so we can’t go inside to visit, but we must be
outside. We cannot sit down with them and have that good conversation. (OSP21)

These results are manifestations of environmental and physical conditions that the crisis
has placed on intergenerational programs.

Further, kindergarten practitioners have reported changes in children’s family holi-
days and provided insights to the children’s affective development. This has brought
about transformations, especially to children of different ethnic backgrounds who have
had less visits to or from their own grandparents because of travel restrictions:

I also know for kids that a lot of their holiday plans were changed and things that they nor-
mally do had to be cancelled or changed and that they missed their grandparents. And I also
see that the grandparents miss the kids. In Oslo, I see the older people as they move around
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and see a kid they go “oh.” They look at these kids and maybe they miss their own grand-
children or family. Or maybe they feel more alone. (FGD_Daisy)

I work in a very multicultural kindergarten, where ethnic Norwegian is the minority. I
notice the difference between those who tend to travel and get visits from grandparents
but can’t do this anymore. The grandparents can’t come here. They are very sad that
Grandma and Grandpa are so far away and that they can’t come. It is mostly with the
parents who are worried about the older generation. But the kids also miss them, they’re
used to traveling, a lot of them. (FGD_Missy)

Kindergarten practitioners have also reported children’s increased use of digital artifacts
at home to communicate with their grandparents, also as reported to them by the
children:

Also I know that the kids did not get to see their grandparents except on the phone so a lot of
kids came to me and said “yes, my grandmother is inside the phone.” And they showed me
their phones. And they pointed to their parents’ phone and said that grandma - and they
wanted to call. So they needed more screen time for both generations. Maybe it is good
for the elderly people that they learn more to use FaceTime and Skype. (FGD_Daisy)

There was this girl who told me that her baby sister does not know her grandmother. “I
know her but she does not because she has only seen them on the computer. And it is
not the same,” she told me. “I know her for real and my baby sister does not.” I do not
know when they are going to get to know each other so it is things like that are really touch-
ing ... These meetings can become impossible. (FGD_Rachel)

In this, we can observe material conditions that generations have had to navigate in order
to continue communication and engagements with each other. It would seem that the
turn to digital technologies could be considered a mediating tool for intergenerational
engagements, confirming a phenomenon of digital means of communication (Busch
2018). This suggests that this transformation can provide opportunities to social situ-
ations that could facilitate intergenerational programs.

Societal conditions and demands that hinder or facilitate intergenerational
programs and practices during the pandemic

Alongside the reported transitions and transformation to intergenerational practices,
kindergarten practitioners have also communicated the following conditions and
demands for intergenerational programs during the time of crisis. These demands are
the driving forces within the environment that affect institutional practices (Hedegaard
2014). Responses have been classified to two subcategories — (1) hindering conditions
and demands, which include the challenges and difficulties, and (2) facilitating con-
ditions and demands, which include the motives that promote and foster intergenera-
tional engagements and programs between young children and older adults.

Hindering conditions and demands

Kindergarten practitioners have explained how societal rules and regulations have les-
sened the opportunities for generasjonsmeter to happen. They voiced out that infection
control became the priority, and generasjonsmeter have had to take the backseat:
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It is not given priority and it may be that it “slips out” that one forgets to prioritize and
include it back into plans. (OSP1)

It has not been prioritized in the last months because we have been thinking that [the pan-
demic] will soon be over but it is not coming because there are new waves and new
mutations ... (FGD_Rachel)

Challenges to the environmental designs with consideration for the weather and health
conditions, particularly of the older generation posed challenges and demands to inter-
generational practice. Apart from infection control, well-being, level of functioning and
mobility of all generations should be considered:

Due to the corona, we have not been able to complete the meetings “as usual”. It’s not so
easy to carry out [activities] outdoors due to the weather and the health of the elderly.
They cannot be out that long. (OSP17)

Many of the older people are not completely mobile, so they are present and watching us
while we do different things. We’ve had feedback that the elderly thought it was fun to
watch. (OSP25)

In addition, kindergarten practitioners have shared that staffing conditions were difficult,
especially during the time of the pandemic as kindergartens had to form smaller cohorts
of children (@degaard and Hu 2021). Since intergenerational programs in Norway
happen mostly in elderly institutions, the children and kindergarten practitioners must
walk or travel to those institutions. For some kindergartens, they have reported that it
was impossible to do during the pandemic due to safety and lack of enough staff.
They have also reported that since the one- to three-year-old cohorts of children do
not usually join in generasjonsmeter as they are not as mobile, not as verbal, limited par-
ticipation, the kindergarten has to make sure that there is enough staft assigned to each
cohorts. However, during this time, some kindergarten practitioners have gotten sick as
well, which posed more challenges within kindergartens.

Disadvantage is that we cannot go with children across departments. We have previously
gone with 15-20 children from three different departments. It does not work now when
we cannot mix cohorts. Then it immediately becomes more difficult to walk alone with a
small group of children, especially when we have to walk far along the road, etc. There
are some restrictions. (OSP5)

Staffing is one of the biggest obstacles. (OSP42)

Challenges in staffing have also resulted in difficulties in planning intergenerational pro-
grams. Kindergarten practitioners shared that planning intergenerational practices are
time-consuming - they must cooperate with other institutions to make it happen, and
they have to consider the activities, the space they will use and the safety of everyone
involved.

(It is] time-consuming planning. It takes time from other things. (OSP13)

The meeting will be perceived as a major event, which can be experienced violently for some
of the vulnerable/sensitive children who may find it scary. The meeting will therefore
require some time for planning and organizing in advance for the employees to ensure
that all children have a good experience. (OSP17)
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They have also shared that most planning of the generasjonsmeter is mostly coordinated
by the pedagogical leaders, kindergarten principals and healthcare professionals on
behalf of the other staff, children and the older adults. Only two participants have
shared that children are part of the planning process for intergenerational meetings.
The children’s families seem to have little role in the planning and in the implementation
of intergenerational programs as well. Figure 1 shows online survey participants’
response to the question ‘are the families involved in the intergenerational meetings?’
to which 91% responded that families have no involvement (Figure 2).

Kindergarten practitioners have also voiced out loss of motivation, but also of hope
during this difficult time.

... I could not find the motivation. The bonuses I mentioned earlier [of children] meeting
others in a societal perspective fell away. So I did not do that. But I was thinking some of
the things that we have done during the pandemic is because it is already in the routines.
We have found ways to do that anyway. Maybe we should not make too much effort of
using the next half a year to respond to the pandemic but to focus forward and try to
work to get generational meetings in our routines so when the next pandemic comes it
will be easier to try to hold onto it. And keep some of it. (FGD_Mark)

Facilitating conditions

On the other hand, kindergarten practitioners have also pointed to conditions that have
facilitated intergenerational programs even during a crisis. Some of these facilitating con-
ditions have already been mentioned and discussed, such as the possibilities of the use of
outdoor places, local spaces and digital artifacts for communication. However, data show
that the planning and implementation of intergenerational programs are influenced by
kindergarten practitioners’ personal motives. This is particularly important as Hedegaard
(2014) wrote that it is

because it is in the activity setting within a practice that the relations between institutional
objectives and the demands from institutional practice can be studied in relation to a
person’s motives and the demands in the setting that are placed on both other people
and material conditions. (p. 189)

In this study, kindergarten practitioners have shared why they think intergenerational
meetings are important between young children and older adults, some of which are
anchored on their own experiences and beliefs:

One of the reasons that it is a dream of mine is that a lot of elders have a lot of knowledge
that they can share with younger people that they may not have. And [making sure] that this
knowledge may not be lost. We can transfer it. Also, I think that the elders can feel more

Yes, the children's families are involved. Please
write down their role.

Yes, the older adults'/elder's families are involved
Please write down their role

vo )

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

Figure 2. Responses to the question ‘Are the families involved in the intergenerational meetings?'.



EUROPEAN EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION RESEARCH JOURNAL 1

valuable and that they can contribute to the kids. And I know that from my grandparents
and my son - they light up. It is a different kind of connection. I also see that the children
are observing more, and they are calm. I can see from my observation that there is this kind
of respect. And I think there is a lot of knowledge that we do not have because we maybe did
not get the same possibility. All these small things if we create this intergenerational meet-
ings I think we can learn a lot and so can the kids. (FGD_Daisy)

In this regard, personal motives of the kindergarten practitioners can be viewed as facil-
itating conditions - much in the same way as how their loss of motivation is viewed as a
hindering condition to its implementation. This then speaks of conditions beyond just
societal, environmental and material.

Another facilitating condition that emerges is also connected with early childhood
practitioners’ personal attributes, and that is their creativity. Their responses and ideas
as to how intergenerational programs can still be implemented during the pandemic
are a manifestation of their creativity. Their responses entailed having to think differently
and looking at other ways to create opportunities despite the crisis. These will be dis-
cussed in an emergent theme of its own in the next section.

Thinking differently

As above, kindergarten practitioners in Norway offered ways of thinking differently for
other possibilities and opportunities for intergenerational programs to happen. Their
ideas for activities that young children and older adults can do together are collated in
the table below (see Table 1):

Their suggestions imply glocal anchoring of content through the use of local artifacts
such as snow, the weather, seasons and holidays. Further, they have also suggested the use
of both older or more traditional artifacts such as letters or mail, as well as the newer
digital artifacts. Possibilities of the use of both show collaborations with the perspective
of time - the past meeting in the present towards the future.

One suggestion of having an idea bank so that families could come up with other sug-
gestions to make intergenerational meetings happen speaks of an opportunity to further
involve the family, and even their local communities or municipalities, in the program. In
this way, intergenerational practices could involve more people, especially the children
and older adults, and hence become something shared by all. It should be able to
respond to one practitioner’s question: is it the parents’ responsibility to make interge-
nerational meetings happen?

At my kindergarten I have just a small role so it is not up to me to plan the meetings. I think
we are still hoping that it will be over soon and we can meet properly instead of substitutes
like through the screens. It is a difficult question to answer because there are many things
that we have to think about as a kindergarten. The first thought of many pedagogues is
who is in charge? Is it the parents’ task, maybe, to make sure the intergenerational meetings
do not stop? That is how I feel about it now. I feel that this is not good enough but it is the
reality. (FGD_Rachel)

The quote sheds to light insight on how each actor in society could take part and have a
role to make more intergenerational opportunities. In the end, sustainability of these pro-
grams and practices necessitate collaborative engagements. It is becoming clearer that the
search for sustainability, must mean living sustainability, something that requires
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Table 1. Kindergarten practitioners’ suggestions for generasjonsmeoter.
Kindergarten practitioners’ suggestions for generasjonsmeter

— Activities that involve the outdoors (nature walks)

- Hang drawings from the outside

- Exchange drawings and letters

- Build snowman during the wintertime

- Set-up an idea bank of activities to involve the families

- Team/Zoom calls

- Exchange video recordings, especially during National events such as Norwegian Constitution day, Easter and Christmas

- Record and play songs and performances to watch on TV

- Video diaries

- Outdoor art

- Video streaming

cooperation and synergy between multiple actors in a society and the blending of formal,
non-formal and informal education (UNESCO 2012; Kaplan, Sanchez, and Hoffman
2017; Wals 2017). Intergenerational programs offer cross-boundary learning between
institutions of education, health, disciplines, generations, cultures and sectors and
early childhood institutions are promising places to do so.

Implications and conclusions

In this paper, we have explored kindergarten practitioners’ perspectives on intergenera-
tional programs in Norwegian kindergartens during the COVID-19 pandemic with a
particular focus on the transitions and transformations in the institutional practices.
In this paper, the pandemic is considered a crisis from which institutional transform-
ations have emerged. These transitions and transformations informed by the prac-
titioner’s personal motives can be considered manifestations of opportunities to think
differently, be creative and innovative.

Kindergarten practitioners reflected on the mediating and facilitating role they have in
planning and implementing intergenerational practices in the kindergartens. Their per-
sonal motives revealed they have the capacity to deliberately include and/or exclude
intergenerational practices in kindergarten activities in creative ways. While they were
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faced with challenging demands of the time forcing the different actors of intergenera-
tional programs apart (refer to Figure 1), opportunities arose from providing supportive
environmental and material conditions in institutions where they participate.

Also as such, implications to pedagogical practices arise from this study. First, data
reveal that overcoming hindering conditions necessitates thinking differently and crea-
tively about the inclusion of intergenerational programs such as the use of digital tech-
nologies. Practices that make use of mediating tools such as digital technologies could
help sustain these programs despite ongoing regulations that still force societies to be
physically apart.

Second, data reveal that there are possibilities to include families, communities, the
children and older adults in planning and implementing intergenerational programs.
This could begin with a key person who develops a personal motive that drives him/
her to intentionally act.

Third, environmental conditions could be deliberately and intentionally designed to
make physical places that are safe for all, especially during the time of a pandemic. Con-
siderations for safety, infection control, mobility, level of functioning, interests could be
included in the design. We argue that policymakers take these into consideration as part
of the hope to attain sustainable development goals and in creating Smart Cities (Van
Vliet 2011; UNESCO 2012; Song et al. 2017). In doing so, we not only create possibilities
for further learning and development of children but equally to elders who are valuable
members of society. More research is needed in early childhood education on how kin-
dergarten practitioners create possibilities for the inclusion of elders, this gives rise to a
hopeful pedagogy.

Notes

1. Glocal is an adjective that pertains to having both global and local characteristics, consider-
ations, impact and interpretations (@degaard 2015).

2. Also henceforth referred to as kindergartens as it is better understood in the Norwegian
context.

3. Officially called barnehage in the Norwegian context (@degaard and Hu 2021).
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