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Abstract

This thesis explores representations of urban landscapes in futuristic young adult literature
and how these representations may foster reflections on urban sustainability. By looking into
Marie Lu’s Legend trilogy (2011-2013), this thesis has found that urban landscapes hold a
prominent position in the books, that the urban landscapes are represented differently by the
two protagonists and that there is a notable absence of non-urban landscapes in the trilogy.
Furthermore, the thesis establishes that though there are varied and different representations
of urban landscapes in the books, there are also some shared traits across the representations.
The thesis poses three new conceptualisations of the urban landscape; the realistic urban
landscape, the futuristic urban landscape and the contrasted urban landscape, and argues in
favour of the applicability of these in relation to addressing urban landscapes. The realistic
urban landscapes can be conceptualised as close to the real world through their name,
geographical position and buildings/monuments within. The futuristic urban landscapes
appear more fictionalised and futuristic through incorporation of elements such as domes
encompassing entire cities or virtual reality. Urban landscapes we have yet to see in the real
world. The contrasted urban landscape is represented trough the opposition between wealth
and poverty. Through these exemplifications of urban landscapes, the thesis argues for the

potential to foster reflections in the reader on urban sustainability.



Sammendrag

Denne oppgaven utforsker representasjoner av urbane landskap i framtidsromaner for
ungdom og hvordan disse representasjonene kan fostre refleksjoner rundt urban baerekraft.
Ved a se nermere pa Marie Lu’s Legenden-trilogi (2011-2013), har oppgaven funnet at
urbane landskap har en tydelig posisjon i bgkene, at de urbane landskapene er representert
ulikt av de to protagonistene, og at det er en betydelig mangel pa ikke-urbane landskap i
trilogien. Videre etablerer oppgaven at selv om det er varierte og ulike representasjoner av
urbane landskap i bekene, saer det ogsa trekk som deles av flere av representasjonene.
Oppgaven legger frem tre nye konsepter av det urbane landskap; det virkelighetsneere urbane
landskap, det futuristiske urbane landskap og det kontrastfylte urbane landskap, og
argumenterer for anvendbarheten av disse i tilknyting til omtaler av urbane landskap. De
virkelighetsneere urbane landskapene kan tenkes som urbane landskap som ligner dem vi
kjenner i den virkelige verden gjennom deres navn, geografiske posisjon og
bygninger/monumenter innad. De futuristiske urbane landskapene fremstar som mer
fiksjonelle og futuristiske gjennom bruken av elementer som kupler som omslutter hele byer,
og virtuell virkelighet. Urbane landskap vi ikke har sett i den virkelige verden til nd. De
kontrastfylte urbane landskapene er representert gjennom motsetningene mellom rikdom og
fattigdom. Gjennom disse eksemplifiseringene av urbane landskap argumenterer oppgaven

for potensiale for a fostre refleksjoner i leseren, rundt urban barekraft.
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The city must never be confused with the words that describe it.
And yet between the one and the other there is a connection.

Italo Calvino, Invisible Cities
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1. Introduction

1.1 Background

Growing up | have always had a special interest in fictional and futuristic literature, not only
because it offers an escape from the real world, but more importantly to me, because it offers
perspectives and creates room for reflections on the real. Questions like: What will tomorrow
look like?, how will we live in the future?, and many more, can only be attempted answered
through exploring the unknown future. Literature offers such an opportunity for exploration.
The literary landscapes, while obviously “artificial” in nature, can according to scholar Jane
Suzanne Carroll be considered in much the same way as any real landscape. It is affected by
history and culture, and the literary landscapes are, like real landscapes, shaped by
identifiable places and representations (Carroll, 2011, p. 3). Geocritical scholar Bertrand
Westphal argues that: “Any work, no matter how far from sensed reality, as paradoxical as it
seems, is part of the real- and, perhaps, participates in forming the real” (Westphal,
2007/2011, p. 85). Literature, fictional and futuristic, has something to offer interms of

realness, in terms of relatability to the world we inhibit.

Terms like real, realistic and fictional will be used in the thesis, but it is important to bear in
mind, from the start, that they are not unproblematic. Arguably reality is a fleeting concept
where each person may have his or her own point of view on reality, and what is real may
vary from one point in time to another. Even that which appears as far removed from the real,
as fictional, may be considered a part of the real, as argued by Westphal in the quote above
(Westphal, 2007/2011, p. 85). Whilst acknowledging the problematic nature of the terms, this
thesis will nevertheless use the terms in order to have a language for discussing the relations
between the literary world and the world we inhibit and make a distinction between the
landscapes of the text and the physical world. A distinction will be made between the world
we inhibit as the real world, and that of the text as fictional. In the analysis and discussions of
the literary and real urban landscapes, what is considered as realistic or fictional aspects, will
inevitably be founded in my own experiences and perceptions of the world. Still, | believe
others may agree with my assessments that some elements in the material may be understood
to be more fictionalised and futuristic, such as cities with domes, whilst other aspects, such as
shared city names between cities in the literature and the world we inhibit, may be seen as

more realistic.



Today sustainable development and urban growth are pending topics, shaping our agenda of
how to address our future. The world we live in is becoming increasingly urbanized. By
United Nations’ estimates more than half of the world population at present lives in urban
areas, and the number of urban dwellersis rapidly increasing. Increased urbanization changes
landscapes, living conditions, environment and development across the globe (United
nations, urbanization). The urban areas have far-reaching environmental impacts, stretching
beyond the boundaries of the city, including for example alterations in natural ecosystems,
loss of agricultural land, contaminations of air, soil and water (Schneider, Friedl & Potere,
2010, p. 1734). Clearly the impact of urban landscapes on the human population and the
environment is significant, and will become even more so in the future. These urban
landscapes shape our lives today, and to an increasing extent in the future. As the world aims
at a sustainable development, sustainability of the urban landscapes also plays a key part
here. By exploring the urban landscapes found in literature, this thesis aims at providing
insight into representations of the urban landscapes as well as how these representations may

create reflections on our real world and urban sustainability.

Sustainable development stands high on the international agenda with the United Nations’ 17
Sustainable development goals (SDGs) of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
(United Nations, The Sustainable Development Agenda). The recent demonstrations against
climate politics, led on by the young activist Greta Thunberg, has led to a massive popular
interest on the topic in Norway and elsewhere. Within Norway the topic of sustainable
development is also set to play a key part in the upcoming revision of the Norwegian
curriculum, as one of three major interdisciplinary themes (Kunnskapsdepartementet, 2018).
It is set to become a focus area in schools, across the different subjects, and researchon
literature dealing with this can thus be a valuable contribution to the field of literature as well
as more specifically to the many teachers out there who are to implement sustainability as
topic in their teaching and in the Norwegian school. It is, however, interesting to note that
sustainability as a theme seems weakly represented in the English subject from the drafts
given so far, as none of the core elements in the revision of the curriculum for 10" graders,
set in June 2018, address sustainability. Sustainable development is on the other hand a core
element in for example the social sciences (Kunnskapsdepartementet, 2018). Sustainable
development should not, I think, only be a topic providing factual information, but also be
approached through literature, language and imaginative exploration, aspects the English

subject may offer. All the more reason, I would argue, to contribute to making “sustainable



development” truly an interdisciplinary theme by contributing with research which
incorporates the topic of sustainability into the English subject, through the study of English
young adult literature. A study like this one contributes to emphasising the importance of

bringing sustainable development into every subject, as we hope for a sustainable future.

This study aims to provide insight into representations of urban landscapes in futuristic
literature, and further to discuss the potential of these representations as a foundation for
reflections on urban sustainability. | believe that by providing knowledge, discussions and
reflections we are also preparing the generation that is to shape the future, and hopefully
providing them with means to make the better choices. In the book report: “En
menneskeskapt virkelighet: Klimaendring, sosiale forestillinger og pedagogisk filosofi (2017)
[ Anthropogenic reality: Climate change, social notions and philosophy of education]”
(01.02.2018) on Ingrid Straume’s book En menneskeskapt virkelighet: Klimaendring, sosiale
forestillinger og pedagogisk filosofi (2017), Ture Schwebs writes about Straume’s emphasis
on knowledge as a means to create actions for a better world: “knowledge of sustainable
development implies a comprehension of basic dilemmas, an understanding that should be
the platform for us to act constructively and consciously in creating a better world”
(Schwebs, 2018). Through providing knowledge and reflections on sustainable development
one hopefully provides the future generation, today’s children and youth, with means to
create a better future. Further Schwebs states that: “analyses of children’s literature and
culture will represent important contributions in this context” (Schwebs, 2018). This thesis
makes a contribution to such knowledge and reflections, through research on sustainable
development, and through explorations of urban landscapes and urban sustainability in
literature for young adults. By highlighting the urban landscape, the urban as a part of the
sustainable development this thesis makes the urban visible in the discussions of sustainable
development.

This thesis is driven by a want to explore how the futuristic fictional literature represents
urban landscapes, and how these literary representations may foster reflections on our real
world through urban sustainability. The United Nations Sustainable Development Goals,
especially the 11™ goal which aims to: “Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe,
resilientand sustainable”, will be central in the discussions of how the literary representations
may foster reflections on urban sustainability (United Nations, Sustainable development

goals). Though the theoretical backdrop for the analysis is based in the literary field of



geocriticism, it might prove fruitful to borrow some elements from the field of Geography as
well, especially in defining some of the terms, such as urban landscapes and sustainability.
Thus, the thesis also contributes to further bridging gaps between the field of Literature and

that of Geography.

The theoretical backdrop for the analysis, geocriticism, is a literary critical field which
concerns itself with geographical place in literature and the real world (TallyJr., 2011b, p. x).
Geocriticism will be elaborated on in the Theory and Methodology chapter of the thesis, yet
the reasoning for this theoretical backdrop should be explained somewhat here. Since the
analysis seeks to explore representations of the urban landscapes in literature the element of
place and representations of place is key. As it further seeks to look at the potential of these
representations for reflections on urban sustainability, the thesis concerns itself both with the
literature and the real world, places of the text and real world, and the topic of sustainability.
Within literary criticism, the fields of ecocriticismand geocriticism may be acknowledged as
“the disciplines that most prominently and consistently engage with the question of human
spatiality, examining the connections between ecology, geography, and fictional
representations” (Raimondi, 2016, p. 113). Both fields share a concern for the geographical
place and as such, both fields lend themselves to studies of place. However, geocriticism and
ecocriticism are distinctive as well. Whilst geocriticism centres the geographical space and
the literary representations, ecocriticism typically has “...a strong activist bent”, as Eric
Prieto has put it (2016, p. 20). Ecocriticism has typically concerned itself with human impact
on environment, whilst geocriticism, perhaps less activist, has concerned itself with the
complex interactions between spaces in fiction and real spaces (Prieto, 2016, p. 20). This is a
simple division, and perhaps it is a disservice to the diversity of the two fields, for as Robert
T. Tally Jr. and Christine M. Battista discuss in the introductory chapter of Ecocriticismand
Geocriticism: overlapping territories in Environmental and special literary studies (2016),
geocritics are far from apolitical, and ecocritics also concern themselves with space in
literature, and the real world (Tally Jr. & Battista, 2016, pp. 1-2). The scholars Tally Jr. and
Battista highlight the timely convergence of critical practices such as geocriticism and
ecocriticism, attuned to both environmental and the spatial relations in their introductory
chapter (2016, p. 3). They point to the importance of not creating a division between the lived
and abstract spaces, the social and natural environment, so as not to alienate the human
subject from the lived world and its environmental challenges (p. 3). Through looking at the

spaces of the text and the real world this study brings the lived and abstract together and



emphasize the relations between them. Bearing the overlapping and diversities of the two
fields in mind, | have chosen to use geocriticism as the backdrop for the analysis here. This
choice is based in the geocritical focus on the relations between the real and fictional, as well
as interms and elements from the field of geocriticism that are interesting to explore in
relation to the urban landscapes in the literature. Terms and elements are thus borrowed from
this field. At times the ecological and environmental aspects are more prominent, and will be
incorporated in the discussions, thus incorporating the traditionally more ecocritical elements
into the analysis. As such this thesis also contributes to expanding on the field of geocriticism
through incorporating more traditional ecocritical aspects.

Through exploring the representations of urban landscapes in futuristic literature, | seek to
investigate conceptualisations of the future urban landscapes. What is an urban landscape,
what may it be in the future? In science fiction literature some conceptualisations of urban
landscapes have already been explored. Two such examples are the ideas of the enclosed
urban landscapes and the vertical urban landscapes. These will be brought forth briefly in
the Theory and Methodology chapter and constitutes a background for the attempts in this
thesis to form other, new such conceptualisations. This study attempts at forming
conceptualisations of urban landscapes based on the findings in the material, and as such
contribute to creating a wider understanding of, and an apparatus for addressing and talking
about urban landscapes in literature in relations to the real world. This thesis explores ideas

of the urban landscapes of tomorrow.

1.2 Thesis statement and research questions

If literature can create reflections on our real world, how can futuristic literature foster
reflections on our future? Urban landscapes have a prominent position in the world today,
and very likely even more so in the future. Sustainable development is also on the agenda
today, internationally and nationally. This thesis aims at investigating the representations of
urban landscapes in futuristic young adult literature and see these representations in light of
urban sustainability. It aims at attaining insight into how urban landscapes are represented in
the literature, as well as how these representations can be related to the real world we inhibit.

The thesis statement is: How are urban landscapes represented in Marie Lu’s Legend trilogy,
and in which ways can these representations potentially foster reflections on urban

sustainability?



The following three research questions will aid in answering the thesis statement above:

1) Which urban landscapes are represented in the Legend trilogy and how do the

urban landscapes relate to the non-urban/ rural landscapes?

2) How do central characters in the trilogy experience and represent the urban

landscapes?

3) How are urban landscapes conceptualized in the trilogy?

The analysis of the urban landscapes in the literature is founded in these three research
questions. The first research question sets out to map and give an overview of which urban
landscapes are there in the literature, as well as to touch in on the relations between the urban
landscapes and the non-urban or rural landscapes in order to establish some tendencies in the
material. This first research question primarily facilitates further and more in-depth analysis
in the second and third research questions. The main weight of the analysis circles the second
and third research questions. In the second research question the analysis revolves around the
characters, their explorations of urban landscapes and their different representations of urban
landscapes. The third research question forms conceptualisations of urban landscapes based
in shared traits across representations of urban landscapes in the trilogy. A purpose with this
is to contribute to creating an apparatus for talking about urban landscapes in literature and in
relation to the real world. The conceptualisations formed in this analysis are my own and
based in the material investigated. Though the conceptualisations posed in this thesis are my
own, shaped through the analysis of the Legend trilogy, | do not exclude the possibility that
there may be other similar concepts out there, previously explored, unbeknownst to me.
Regardless, the conceptualisations posed here in this thesis may prove valuable tools for
addressing urban landscapes. Following the analysis of the three research questions, there
will be a discussion of how these representations may potentially foster reflections on urban

sustainability.



1.3 Research material

1.3.1 Selection of primary literature

In the process of selecting the primary literature to investigate in the thesis, there has been set
some criteria: Firstly, the books must have urban landscapes in them. The thesis aims to look
at representations of urban landscapes, therefore the presence of urban landscapes in the
literature is essential. A second criterion is that the books should have a futuristic setting, so
as to be able to investigate futuristic representations of urban landscapes. Since the thesis
attempts to discuss how the literary representations of urban landscapes may foster
reflections on sustainable urban landscapes, this futuristic aspect is interesting. Thirdly, the
books should be published in English, yet also have a relevance to, and be available for the
Norwegian readers. The availability for the Norwegian readers is a benefit as the thesis
contributes to research that lends itself well to being used in the Norwegian school context.
Teachers in the Norwegian school may easily get hold of the primary literature and take use
of the analysis and discussions in this thesis. Fourthly, the books should be targeted at the
young adult audience and hold a certain popularity, and lastly, it should be a book series, so
that the study can look at any change in the representations of the urban landscapes
throughout the series should there be any.

The selected literature of investigation isthe Legend trilogy by Chinese-American author
Marie Lu. This trilogy comprises of the books Legend (2011), Prodigy (2013a) and
Champion (2013b). The trilogy fulfils the first and second criteriaas it is set in a futuristic
setting where urban landscapes are present. Furthermore, the books are in English, and
available in English for the Norwegian market. The availability of the books in English is
important both because this thesis is written in English and because it makes it easier for
teachers and pupils in Norway to make use of the findings in this thesis. The first book in the
series, Legend has also been translated into Norwegian (Lu, 2015). This makes the literature
available for a larger group of readers, whilst simultaneously showing the popularity of the
series. The trilogy is suitable for the YA audience and adaptations of the books to various
media, as well as further publications of books within the Legend-universe speaks to the
interest and popularity of the series. The three books have been adapted into graphic novels
(Goodreads, Legend: the graphic novel series, 2018) and in July 2018 it was announced that
BCDF Pictures will handle production of the movie based on the book Legend (IMDb, 2018).



In addition to the three main books, a selection of short stories, related to the trilogy, have
also been published (Goodreads, Legend series, 2018).

1.3.2 The Legend trilogy

The Legend trilogy is set in the future. What is now western United States is in the book “the
Republic”, a secluded nation at war with its neighbours “The Colonies”. In the book we
follow two protagonists, June and Day. June is fifteen years old and born into an elite family,
living in a wealthy district of Los Angeles. She is groomed for success in the Republic’s
military. Fifteen-year-old Day is a boy born into the slums of the Republic, and he is the
country’s most wanted criminal. The two characters cross paths when June’s brother Metias
is killed and June seeks to avenge his death by bringing in the prime suspect Day. As they
discover the truth of Metias’ death the two is brought closer and embark on a journey taking
them out of the Republic; fighting a war, fighting a plague and seeking to build a better
Republic.

Urban landscapes have a central position in the trilogy. They are described, experienced and
interacted with. The narrative is told from two points of view, the chapters alternating
between the perspectives of the characters Day and June. The two protagonists, Day and
June, make references to different urban landscapes in the narrative, they explore several
urban landscapes, and through narrating their explorations of the urban, they provide the
reader with representations of urban landscapes. In answering the thesis statement, their
experiences and representations of urban landscapes are central in forming a picture of how

urban landscapes are represented in the trilogy.

1.4 Previous research

The following section will take a brief look at where this thesis positions itself in the field of
research and in which ways a study like this may contribute. This thesis is a study of urban
landscapes in literature, and thus a study of space and place in literature. In the following
some important contributions to studies of space and place will be highlighted, ina
chronological order. Some of the relations between earlier studies and the one in this thesis
will be brought forth and reflected on. This section subsequently addresses some of the
important contributions on research within the field of geocriticism, and further reflects of the

positioning and contributions of this thesis.



A study of urban landscapes in literature, such as the one in this thesis, is essentially a study
of space and place. Studies of space and place in literature, also urban spaces and places,
have long roots. Some of these studies, despite being old, some even antiquarian, are relevant
to bring up as they share aspects with the study in this thesis. One early example of a study of
urban space and place is James Grant’s Travelers in Town from 1839 (Guldi, n.d.). This
study investigates different types of crowds in different areas of London. Antiquarian works
like London Redivivum is another early example (Guldi, n.d.). This study draws attention to
the secret and hidden ruins of London, in order to emphasize the stages of London’s
construction, and the shaping of the city’s spaces. These studies revolve around the
representations of an urban place, London city. The human interaction with the urban land
and built structures, ruins and landmarks in the urban landscape are aspects that also this
thesis investigates. These examples constitute only two out of many early studies of the urban

landscapes (Guldi, n.d.).

Studies of space and place have long roots and continues to be a focus of attention in newer
research. This study has the literary critical field of geocriticism as its theoretical backdrop,
and previous research has provided important contributions to studies of space and place in
literature and paved the way for the emergence of geocriticism. In order to see where the
field of geocriticism has come from, and where this thesis fits into the field of studies of
space and place that have preceded it, it can be useful to take a step back and look at some of
the important contributions to research on space and place. In order to position the field of
geocriticism and its research, it is fruitful to first provide some insights into space and place
studies and to familiarize ourselves somewhat with the so-called spatial turn. Over the last
decades there has been an increase in research with space and place in focus (Loffler, 2017,
p. 22). This change towards studies of space has become known as the spatial turn in
humanities, a term first coined by Edward Soja in his book Postmodern Geographies: The
Reassertion of Space in Critical Social Theory (Soja, 1989, p. 16). The spatial turn brought
changes in the way space was treated in research. Loffler points out that earlier space had
been considered merely as a backdrop, a container for events to unfold. With the spatial turn,
the idea of space as a social product, as a lived space, amongst other, changed and shaped a
new understanding of space (Loffler, 2017, p. 23). Though, as the term spatial turn may
signal a clear turnover, an exact moment and time for such a turn is not possible to define
(2017, p. 22). Loffler points to the late 1960 as a period where many scholars turned their

attention towards space across the humanities (p. 23). Without embarking on the impossible



task of giving all the important contributions to space and place studies, and research in the
wake of the spatial turn, some important contributions that are worth mentioning are the
works Poetics of Space by Bachelard (1958/1994), The Production of Space by Lefebvre
(1974/1991), Space and Place by Tuan (1977/2001), “Of Other Spaces: Utopias and
Heterotopias” by Foucault, firsta lecture and later published essay (1967/1984), and Deleuze
and Guattari’s A Thousand Plateaus (1980/1987). I will not go into all of these theoreticians
and works, but in the following briefly present some of them to establish some of the
previous research in the field of studies on space and place, some of what the field of
geocriticism has been founded on, and to which this thesis also contributes.

Bachelard’s studies of experiences in architectural place is an important study, that this thesis
also shares aspects with. His work Poetics of Space, first published in French in 1958 and
later translated into English, is an important example where space is in focus in the research.
Here, Bachelard amongst other analyse lived experiences in architectural place. For instance,
he points to the house and how one “feel calmer and more confident when in the old home,
the house we were born in, than we do in the houses in the streets where we have only lived
as transients” (Bachelard, 1958/1994, p. 43). An important aspect to mention here is how
Bachelard talks about the associations a reader makes to their own lived places, in reading
about the literary places: “the reader who is “reading a room” leaves off reading and starts to
think of some place in his own past” (1958/1994, p. 14). The experience of place and the
human interaction with place, the associations between literary and real places are features

that this thesis also addresses.

Another important contribution to studies of space is made by Lefebvre in his emphasis on
space as a social construct (Lefebvre, 1974/1991). In his work The Production of Space from
1974, Lefebvre emphasizes space as a social construct, and argues, amongst other that every
society produces a certain space, its own space: “A second implication is that every society -
and hence every mode of production with its subvariants (l.e. all those societies which
exemplify the general concept - produces a space, its own space.” (Lefebvre, 1974/1991, p.
31). Lefebvre also emphasizes social classes in the production of space and argues that: “the
class struggle is inscribed in space” (1974/1991, p. 55). The social element of space is a
notion that also this thesis brings up when it defines the urban landscape, in accordance with
Carroll, as both the physical land, and the human interaction with that land (Carroll, 2011, p.
2).

10



In his book Space and Place (1977/2001), Yi-Fu Tuan highlights that the experience of space
is constructed through all the senses (p. 8). Tuan states that: “These modes range from the
more direct and passive senses of smell, taste, and touch, to the active visual perception and
indirect mode of symbolization” (1977/2001, p. 8). The aspect of senses as paramount to the
experience of a place is a key element also in geocriticism and in this thesis, as it looks at
sensory information in the analysis of the representations of urban landscapes. Tuan’s
contribution with Space and Place has formed a foundation for the field of geocriticism to

emerge.

The examples of studies by Bachelard, Lefebvre and Tuan constitute three important
contributions to research on space and place, all examples of research that the field of
geocriticism have emerged from and expanded on. Another example worth mentioning is
Bakhtin’s concept of the chronotope. This study takes a geocritical backdrop, and within this
field the term spatiotemporality is central. This term will be elaborated on in the Theory and
Methodology chapter and promotes a joint study of space and time. This interconnectedness
between space and time in the geocritical term spatiotemporality is shared with Bakhtin’s
idea of the chronotope (Bakhtin, 1937/2002, p. 15). Though the terms chronotope and
spatiotemporality both concern themselves with the space and time of literature, this thesis
will use the term spatiotemporality due to its position in the field of geocriticism and its

applicability as aterm in relation to the other elements and terms in the field of geocriticism.

Geocriticism as a field of study is relatively new, where Bertrand Westphal’s work
Geocriticism: real and fictional spaces (2007/2011) often is considered to be a crucial work
in the establishment of the field. Examples of other prominent scholars on the field are
Robert T. Tally Jr. and Eric Prieto. This thesis studies urban landscapes in literature with a
theoretical foundation in geocriticism. This field of literary studies concerns itself with
geographical place (Westphal, 2007/2011, p. 6), and will be elaborated on further in the
Theory and Methodology chapter of the thesis. There are several examples of geocritical
studies, looking at place in literature in relation to the real-world places. Some of these
studies address the urban landscapes, an aspect shared with the study conducted in this thesis.
Two examples here are the recent studies “The perception and representation of metropolis in
postmodern fiction: Paris, New York and Istanbul in: Piano by Jean Echenoz, City of Glass
by Paul Auster and The Black Book by Orhan Pamuk™ by Mehdi Alizadeh (2017), and
“Rebus’s City: Urban polarities in the novels of Ian Rankin (1987-2007)” by Florence
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Dujarric (2013). In both of these studies the urban landscapes in literature are investigated
and discussed in relation to the real-world urban landscapes.

Though there are geocritical studies on urban places in literature, there appears to be fewer, if
any, geocritical studies concerning urban places in literature for young adults. Searching
national and international databases geocritical studies appear to revolve around literature for
adults. This trend is also emphasized through the lack of studies on young adult literature
found in key books on the field where such studies are collected. For instance, there are
eleven chapters in the book Geocritical explorations: Space, Place and Mapping in Literary
and Cultural Studies (Tally Jr., 2011a) where various literary texts from across the world are
examined with a geocritical theoretical backdrop, yet none of the examples are of literature
for young adults. This thesis may contribute to filling a gap in literary studies of urban

landscapes by expanding the geocritical studies into the domain of young adult literature.

Though itis a challenge to find geocritical studies of young adult literature, there are several
studies on young adults and the urban environment, many of which lie within fields such as
culture studies, psychology, medical studies or social studies, and which deals with youth
culture, drugs, family relations and so forth. There are also literary studies concerning
themselves with young adults, for instance looking at the relations between the urban
environment and youth identification. Two examples of such studies are Thomas’ study
“Landscapes of City and Self: Place and Identity in Urban Young Adult Literature”, from
2011, and Glenn’s study “Space and Place and the “American” legacy: Female Protagonist
and the Discovery of Self in Two Novels for Young Adults”, from 2017. Thomas’ study
looks at contemporary depictions of the urban landscape and how it may relate to reader
identification (2011), whilst Glenn’s study focuses on the identity building of female
protagonists (2017). Though sharing a concern for space and place and young adult literature,
this thesis is different from the above in several respects and provides different contributions
to the field of research on young adult literature. This study takes geocriticism as its
theoretical backdrop, it takes a futuristic perspective and it involves the aspect of
sustainability. Through providing a study of the urban landscapes and urban sustainability in
literature aimed at this group, this thesis can bring something valuable to the table, in terms
of creating insight into the urban landscapes the youth is presented with in the literature, as
well as reflections on the literary and real urban landscapes.
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Through investigating the representations of urban landscapes this thesis attempts to
formulate new conceptualisations of the urban landscapes through seeking out traits shared
across the different urban landscapes. By formulating such conceptualisations this thesis
contributes to create a framework for future studies of urban landscapes in literature. In terms
of previous research there have been studies addressing science fiction as a means to create
reflections on the real and which formulates conceptualizations of the urban. Hewitt and
Grahams “Vertical Cities: Representations of urban verticality in 20™-century science fiction
literature” published in 2015 within the field of urban studies is one such example. This
article mentions “ways in which fiction depicts plausible near-future urban scenarios that
overlap with and relate to the extending verticalities of modern and contemporary
metropolitan space” (Hewitt & Graham, p. 925). This article brings forth the vertical city asa
categorization, as well as enhancing the potential of fiction as a means to reflect on the real.
This study however primarily focuses on the relations between the vertical modern cities and
their literary equivalents. Another conceptualisation is the enclosed city, explored by for
example Amy Butt in her recent article “City Limits: Boundary Conditions and the Building-
Cities of Science Fiction” (2018). This thesis explores the literary representations of urban
landscapes and attempts to form conceptualisations of the urban landscapes. The earlier
explored conceptualisations of the vertical and enclosed city will form a backdrop for the

analysis, and the formation of new and other conceptualisations in this thesis.

Though this thesis focuses on representations of urban landscapes in the Legend trilogy, it
also provides a contribution to a line of earlier studies on specific urban landscapes. The
urban landscape of Los Angeles is one example. Los Angeles is one of the urban landscapes
encountered inthe Legend trilogy, and though the study in this thesis is a qualitative study
with one trilogy as its literature of investigation, a study like this thesis also contributes to a
line of earlier representations of Los Angeles in literature. Previous studies on this particular
urban landscape has been made by for example Edward Soja in the two books Thirdspace:
Journeys to Los Angeles and other real-and-imagined places (1996) and My Los Angeles-

From urban restructuringto regional urbanization (2014).

1.5 Thesis outline

This thesis is divided into four chapters, the first of which is the Introduction chapter here.
The other chapters are 2. Theory and Methodology, 3. Analysis and Discussion and 4.

Concluding remarks. The chapters further comprise of several sub-sections. The second
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chapter Theory and Methodology presents relevant terms, theory and methodology for
analysing urban landscapes in literature and for investigating how these representations may
potentially foster reflections on urban sustainability. This chapter comprises of six sub-
sections where the first three define working definitions for the use of the terms urban, urban
landscapes, sustainability and urban sustainability in the thesis. These terms are important to
define since this thesis must establish what urban landscapes are, and what sustainable urban
landscapes are in order to analyse the research questions and address the thesis statement in a
meaningful way. Defining the term urban aids in reaching a definition of urban landscapes.
Likewise, the term sustainability aids in defining what may be meant by urban sustainability.
The fourth sub-section in the second chapter Theory and Methodology is titled Geocriticism
and presents the theoretical backdrop for the analysis. It highlights important aspects of this
field of study when it comes to the forthcoming analysis in the thesis. In the fifth sub-section
theory on conceptualisations of urban landscapes in futuristic literature is brought up. This
paves the way for the formation of other and new conceptualisations in the analysis part of
the thesis. In the final sub-section of this chapter the methodology and methodological

implications are brought up and discussed.

The third chapter contains the examinations and discussions of the primary texts and
structurally follow the three research questions set in this thesis. The chapter has three main
sections of analysis, one for each research question. Within each of these sub-sections there is
analysis of the primary literature in light of geocritical theory, followed by a brief summary
and discussion of the findings. The last, fourth section of this third chapter, discusses the
findings of the research questions in light of how the representations may foster reflections
on urban sustainability.

The fourth and final chapter of the thesis sums up the findings and discussions from the

analysis in light of the thesis statement and lifts the gaze to possible future research.
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2. Theory and Methodology

In order to investigate representations of urban landscapes in the Legend trilogy there are
some terms that need to be presented and defined, as they are central to the analysis and
discussions of this thesis. The terms urban and urban landscape are two of these (see
sections 2.1 & 2.2). In order to talk about urban landscapes and the urban in the analysis of
this thesis, working definitions of these terms are necessary. Furthermore, sustainable
development, sustainability and urban sustainability are key terms, setting the stage for the
forthcoming discussion of the potential to address urban sustainability through the
representations of the urban landscapes in the literature (see section 2.3). In addition to
addressing key terms, this part of the thesis will present the theoretical background for the
analytical reading of the books. The analysis draws on theoretical aspects from the field of
geocriticism, which will be presented later in this chapter (see section 2.4). Following the
presentation of geocriticism there is a brief section on conceptualisations of urban landscapes
in futuristic literature, with the intention to pave the way for the later analysis and the new
conceptualisations posed here in this thesis (see section 2.5). The last section of this chapter
is dedicated to clarifying the methodology and discussing methodological implications (see

section 2.6).

2.1 Defining the urban

Embarking on the attempt to define the urban, and ultimately the urban landscape, the
phenomenon to be explored in this thesis, soon revealed the diversity and multitude of
definitions out there. What is considered urban varies: Different countries use different
criteria for defining what an urban area is. Thus, there is no universal definition at hand that
one can simply apply when looking at urban landscapes in the literature. There are however
certain elements which are recurrent across different definitions of the so-called urban areas.
Firstly, urban areas are widely defined by using a minimum population threshold, i.e. the
population in the area must be higher than a given number. Some countries also have a
criterion for population density. Another common criterion is the tendency for having
commuters from the hinterlands and into the then “urban areas” (United Nations Statistics
Division, 2017). Bearing this diversity in mind, the working definitions of this thesis are
chosen with a basis in their aiding function in identifying the urban landscapes in the

literature.
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The Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) provide a definition
of urban areas based on population density and travel to work patterns that help determine
urban cores (OECD, 2013). The United States Census Bureau define the urban areas as
“densely developed territory, and encompass residential, commercial, and other non-
residential urban land uses” (United States Census Bureau n.d.-d). From these two definitions
the urban areas are densely populated, developed and built. The urban is also often perceived
through its opposition to the rural. The urban is whatever is not rural, and vice versa. The
United States Census Bureau for example define the rural as whatever is not urban. The rural
encompass “all population, housing, and territory not included within an urban area” (n.d.-d).
The first research question of this thesis addresses the relations between the urban and rural
landscapes where this principle will be applied: The definition of urban landscapes
simultaneously distinguishes the urban landscapes from other rural or non-urban landscapes

in the narrative.

Acknowledging that there are a multitude of ways in which one can define urban areas, this
thesis will base itself on the definitions provided by the Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD, 2013) and United States Census Bureau (n.d.-d). In
order to identify and speak of the urban landscapes represented in the literature ina
meaningful way, the definition of urban in its colloquial use as encompassing towns or cities,
and further as defined as densely populated, densely developed and built areas, will be used.

These definitions may serve as valuable tools in identifying urban areas in the literature.

2.2 Landscape and urban landscape

Having established a working definition for the urban and urban areas, it remains to link the
urban to the term landscape. This thesis seeks to investigate urban landscapes, but what is
meant by an urban landscape? To define the urban landscape, it is important to first define
what is meant by a landscape. Jane Suzanne Carroll makes the following definition of

landscapes in her book Landscape in Children’s Literature (2011):

Landscapes are at once geographic and historical, natural and cultural, experienced
and represented, and present a spatial interface between human culture and physical
terrain. Landscape is a perceived spatial area comprising of distinct topological
features which are integrated to form a coherent and unified whole. The unique
variation of these features gives each landscape a particular character which
distinguishes it from others. Landscape is, then, a construct; a portion of land or
territory that is shaped and given order eithe